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The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in world agriculturé and trade: 


GRAIN AND FEED 


Deteriorating 1984 crop prospects have turned SYRIA from a barley ex- 
porter to importer. Syria already has contracted to import 250,000 tons of 
barley, and an additional 200,000 tons may be needed in 1984/85, but limited 
foreign exchange could constrain import levels. Record barley harvests in 
1981 and 1982 enabled Syria to build barley stocks and export 300, 000-500, 000 
tons annually in recent years. However, with smaller harvests and depleted 
stocks, Syria will need to import to meet growing domestic feed demand. 


KKEKE 


The ARGENTINE Grain Board has announced that quality bonuses to pro- 
ducers, which were initiated on an optional basis as part of the 1983 season's 
wheat support prices, will be mandatory for the 1984 crop. Apparently this is 
the first step in a program to reverse the trend of the past few years for 
farmers to shift production into high-yielding varieties at the expense of “ee 
quality considerations. Last November the Board announced a l-percent bonus =-“ 
for No. 1 grade wheat and a 1.5-percent discount for No. 3 grade: wheat. Bread 
wheat with a protein content above 13 percent, minimum 13.5 percent mgs LUTE pak 
content, received a 3-percent premium. 3 ita 

pa a 

Argentina's current crop, though of good quality, may have suffered.*” 
some from the poor quality reputation of the previous year's crop. Reports © .-9 
indicate that this may be partly responsible for this year's extremely~low 2 
prices and may also be one of the reasons China has not bought so far this a 
year. SS 


OILSEEDS AND PRODUCTS 


BRAZIL has suspended export registrations for soybeans and soybean 
oil again. The Foreign Trade Department of the Bank of Brazil's (CACEX) deci- 
sion, effective as of May 9, came as a surprise because soybean exports had 
been completely freed only on May 2. A temporary measure, this move was re- 
portedly made in response to strong soybean export registrations made during 
the intervening week. The action was apparently taken in an attempt to hold 
down price increases for domestic soybean oil, a major consumer item and an 
important factor in the consumer price index. 


—-more— 
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A quota plan to reopen export registrations has already been de- 
veloped and is awaiting government approval to go into effect. Under the pro- 
posed plan, soybean exports will be limited in January/October 1984 to 100 
percent of the volume shipped in all of calendar year 1983, which, according 
to CACEX data, totaled 1.3 million tons. Actually, exports are expected to 
exceed the 100-percent level because companies that did not export soybeans in 
1983 have already contracted to ship this year and these sales will be hon- 
ored. Soybean oil exports would be limited to 80 percent of their 1983 volume 


(1.1 million tons) to safeguard domestic supplies and contain internal price 
increases. 


KHEKE 


MALAYSIA's palm oil production estimate for 1984 has been lowered by 
200,000 tons to 3.6 million tons, still well above last year's 3.0-million-ton 
output. Consequently, Malaysia's palm oil export forecast has been reduced by 
130,000 tons to 2.93 million tons, a new record but only about 30,000 tons 
above last year's shipments. 


KKEEKE 


MEXICO bought 60,000 tons of Argentine soybeans and 84,000 tons of 
U.S. soybeans during the week of April 30. The U.S. shipments will consist of 
30,000 tons by mini-vessel and the rest by rail for June/July delivery. 


CONASUPO, the Mexican government's buying agency, tendered on May 9 
for 124,000 tons of soybeans, all for June shipment. All but 20,000 tons, 
purchased from Argentina, are from the United States. Also purchased were 
37,745 tons of U.S. sunflowerseed. Tender offers for 20,000 tons of soy- 
bean/sunflowerseed oil and 30,000 tons of soybean meal were rejected. Total 
Mexican oilseed imports (mostly soybean and sunflowerseed) are now expected to 
increase to a record 1.875 million tons in 1983/84. However, the U.S. share 
will fall to about 75-80 percent compared to 95 percent in 1982/83. 


TOBACCO 


BRAZIL's 1984 tobacco crop is estimated at 373,000 tons, down slight- 
ly from last season's 378,000-ton crop, according to the U.S. agricultural of- 
ficer in Sao Paulo. Tobacco yields in southern Brazil were hurt by rains fol- 
lowed by hot temperatures; however, production was still above last year's 
rain-reduced crop. The quality of the crop is better than last season but 
still below average. The 1984 flue-cured crop, which is all grown in southern 
Brazil, is estimated at 242,000 tons, up 3 percent from last season, but still 
below the record 248,000-ton crop produced in 1982. In the northeast, tobacco 
production was down due to drought. 


-more— 
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FRUITS AND NUTS 


AUSTRALIA's 1984 citrus crop is forecast at 508,000 tons, up 6 per- 
cent from last season's harvest, but slightly below the record 514,000-ton 
crop harvested in 1982, according to the U.S. agricultural counselor in Can- 
berra. Last season's crop was adversely affected by frosts, drought and 
Salinity problems. The 1984 orange crop is expected to total 417,000 tons--up 
5 percent, and the lemon crop, 34,000 tons--up 21 percent. The tangerine and 
grapefruit crops are forecast at 28,000 and 29,000 tons, respectively, un- 
changed from last season. 


WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS 


The 1984 timber harvest in the SOVIET UNION has now been targeted at 
373.4 million cubic meters, 5 percent above the estimated 357 million cubic 
meters felled during 1983. Procurements during January 1-April 22 reached 
106.2 million cubic meters against the target of 106 million cubic meters. 


Planned timber procurements for the remainder of 1984 are as follows in mil- 
lions of cubic meters: 


April 23-September 16: TOW 
September 17-December 31: 106.0 


Fulfillment of the first four-month plan is a boon for the stagnating 
Soviet timber industry. The industry's success in meeting the final 1984 tar- 
get will depend on good logging and transport conditions, full utilization of 


machinery, the availability of spare parts and the resolution of labor prob- 
lems. 


ays 
Selected International Prices 


Item ; May 15, 1984 : Change from : A year 
: : previous week : ago 
ROTTERDAM PRICES 1/ $ per MI $ per bu. $ per MI $ per MT 
Wheat : 
Canadian No. 1 CWRS-13.5%. 201.00 2.4] +14.00 203% 00 
U.S<_No.* Z DNS/NS? 4a) 6184500 De UL -1.50 182.50 
WMO ae Sea W er mers eras 150.00 4.08 -.50 159-00 
USS Se NOn sable Ae Oars sterere eters 184.00 bye de -4.00 1997.00 
Canadian No. 1 A: Durum...9/ 200.00 5.44 +5.00 2157.00 
Feed grains: 
Dem NO es YELLOW COIN ..6 on eeLDOs OU 4.03 -1.50 144.00 
Soybeans and meal: 
Usos NO eZ eYCIIOW ontete otc eee DAUSOU hh ae +15.90 250.75 
Brazil 47/48% SoyaPellets 215.00 -“- -3.00 218.50 
U.S. 44% Soybean Meal..... 216.00 -- +1.00 216.00 
USS .2F ARM PRICES: 3/ 
WE aCe are cro ciese ete ote trete te L51316 Sirey! +. 36 132.26 
DAL LC Vic stents ciecistes ee ettueeiess LOV. 95 Zeon +459 Alsat 
LOLs stere'c o¥e statete.srete «o's etedets ie Je eicake Deo 0 PLSs55 
SOLOMUM cies etete store ateteta stelere s 108.24 4.91 +.66 107.80 
BrOPIGrs tA]. cate cle wotels ote LZ ay92 ~= +76.28 POZ 9252 
EC IMPORT LEVIES 
WEALD / wate oes ete se stars 81.40 Vag 55 +6.15 100.15 
BaPLCY cece vicleis viele ais clone se) 66.55 ie be -1.60 103.45 
GORI Vere s atela/steiats «cha ets osteo 6 47.80 Dhara -4.10 38 apd ee) 
SOLGMUM se sis 's wisi evete sors s Sete 13695 Ubsto gs +.20 74.65 
BLOLLErs 4/7 6/8 G/ tr co's 6 ore 165.00 -~ -2.00 288.00 
EC INTERVENTION PRICES 7/ 
Common wheat(feed quality) 178.15 4.85 -2.20 185.05 
Bread wheat (min. quality)7/ 193.75 Digli -2.40 ZU2e9> 
Barley and all 
OUnerst Ged’ GrainSenx «css 1/78. 15 4.85 -2.20 LOD.0D 
BroLrlers’ 4/26/'s. 6 sco ce ie eG. OU) == -53.00 1152.00 
EC EXPORT RESTITUTIONS (subsidies) 
WNC ATI) <5 ste teletes A Nicer ouster? N.A. -- =~ N.A. 
DAG cinsis or eets esis aictete etre « 40.10 87 -1.80 N.A. 
BrOplers: 4/#6/e0/ umn ss ce 130.00 =< -2.00 207.00 


1/ Asking prices in U.S. dollars for imported grain and soybeans, c.i.f., 
Rotterdam. 2/ Hundredweight (CWT). 3/ Twelve-city average, wholesale weighted 
average. 4/ EC category--/0 percent whole chicken. 5/ Reflects lower EC export 
subsidy--down to 20.000 ECU/100 bag effective 9/14/83 from 22.50 ECU/100 bag 
set in 2/83. 6/ F.o.b. price for R.T.C. broilers at West German border. 7/ 
Reference price. 8/Reflects exchange rate change and not level set by EC. 9/ 
November shipment. N.Q.=Not quoted. N.A.=None authorized. Note: Basis June 
delivery. 


* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1984-420-929:239-FAS 


NEW WOOD PRODUCTS CIRCULAR AVAILABLE 


Last year U.S. exporters sold close to $3 billion of solid wood products to overseas markets. Up-to-date 
market information and trade tips to help you tap this growing market are now available in a new Foreign 
Agricultural Service circular series. 


Each quarter, these reports will bring you timely information on the supply and demand situation for 
wood products in countries around the world. World forest products information and updates on special 
FAS export services for the agricultural trade are also included. 


For your free sample copy—or to subscribe for the year—fill in the order blank below and mail it today. 


Subscription Rates: Domestic: $7.00 | Foreign $10.00 


— Please send me a sample copy of the Wood Products Circular. 


— Enclosed is my check for $ made payable to Foreign Agricultrual Service. (Only checks on 
U.S. banks. cashier's checks, or international money order will be accepted. No refuxds can be made.) 


Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 
Information Division 
Room 4644-South Building 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 





NAME (Last, first, middle initial) 





ORGANIZATION OR FIRM 


STREET OR P.O. BOX NUMBER 


ie. =i 


CITY STATE ZIP CODE 











COUNTRY 
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FAS-829 (Rev. 5-85) 


Do you need 
information 
about 


@ Overseas markets and 
buying trends? 


@ New competitors and 
- products? 


® Trade policy developments? 


@ Overseas promotional 
activities? 







Spwtog Scan 


dawtey (965 


Adding Vohse 
To U.S. Farm Exports 





SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Please print or type 


Write check payable to: 
Superintendent of Documents 


MAIL ORDER FORM TO: 
Superintendent of Documents 


Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 





For Office Use Only 

Quantity Charges 
Publications 
Subscriptions 

Special Shipping Charges 

International Handling 

Special Charges 

OPNR 








UPNS 
Balance Due 
Discount 
Refund 


Then Foreign Agriculture — USDA’s fact-filled monthly agricultural trade magazine 
— is for you. Based on official USDA data available nowhere else, Foreign Agriculture 
articles are clear and crisp, written to provide the export information you need, ina 
concise and extremely readable form. 


Special information is found in Foreign Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted news 
departments: Fact File, Country Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing News. And its 
tables and graphs will give you an immediate grasp of what’s going On overseas. 


In addition, periodic special issues—such as the one devoted entirely to value- 
added exports—will give you a wide range of detailed information about overseas 
markets. 


If you use agricultural facts and figures in your business, you need Foreign Agriculture. 


Suscribe today! Just $16.00 ($20.00 for foreign delivery) brings you Foreign Agriculture 
for 12 full months. 





c= Foreign Agriculture 


Cab 2008 








Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 


$16.00 domestic (United States and its possessions); $20.00 foreign. The Government 
Printing Office requires that foreign addressees send international money orders, 
UNESCO coupons, or checks drawn on adomestic bank only. 


Enclosed is $ Credit Card Orders Only (visa and Mastercard) 
() Check 


L] Money order 
Charge to my Deposit Account 











Total charges $ 




















Credit card No. 
No. 





Order. No. Expiration Date Month/Year 


Name—First, Last 


PMS ae WS ed 0 ls A i i Se ey 


Company Name or Additional Address Line 


Street Address 


City State Zip Code 


a ie ea ee He ed hl ic ad el beh EEE S|) | a eile thay | 


Country 


Pe ee eee ae eee ee ek | lo eee ee eee 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURE CIRCULARS 


USDA's Foreign Agricultural Service issues regular reports on the supply and demand situation for commodities around 
the world. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each circular you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on US. banks, cashier’s checks, or international money orders will be 
accepted in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Room 4644-South Building 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSCRIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 

Mailing Mailing 

10022 COCOA (2 issues) $ 3.00 $ 4.00 

10003 COFFEE (3 issues) 5.00 10.00 

10004 COTTON (12 iswes) 20.00 30.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 


10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (6 issues) 14.00 22.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 20.00 25.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 4.00 7.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 41.00 58.00 
GRAINS: 
10010 WORLD GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (18 issues) 31.00 45.00 
Ee eee eet ee FOOT 4 EXPORT MARKETS FOR US. GRAIN (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
ee OO Te ALL 42 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 66.00 95.00 
re ee OO SD HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 45.00 
10017 SEEDS (4 issues) 9.00 15.00 
a ee TOOTS SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 issues) 7,00 11.00 
10019 TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (3 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 25.00 40.00 
10021 WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 18.00 25.00 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 








ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 


NAME (Last, first, middle initial) 


ORGANIZATION OR FIRM 


STREET OR P.O. BOX NUMBER 


ZIP CODE 


COUNTRY 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20280 





OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, 6300 


If your address should be changed PRINT 
OR TYPE the new eddress, including ZIP CODE end 
return the whole sheet and/or envelape tx 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 6918 So. 
U.S. Oepartment of Agriculture 
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